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Overview

* Why Story?
* What is Story?
* What Facebook can learn from MMOs
* Story is Everywhere
* Variety, Variety, Variety
* You always need more story than you think you do
* Instance Character

* Monetizing Story
* What MMOs can learn from Facebook

* Creating connections in 140 characters or less

* Connect Visually with NPCs

* Asynchronous Storyplay

* Put story where the choice is

* Where the heart is
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—  Why Story?

Provides context and meaning

Guides player experience
Creates illusion of a bigger world, more options

Motivates players
Draws in different types of players

Stirs emotions




What is Story?

A series of interesting choices

A series of interesting events, causally related
to each other

How we explain ourselves to ourselves
One part plot, one part heart

# plot
# quests

# text




— 1. Story is everywhere

Gameplay
Art
Rewards

Collectibles

Virals

Quests
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- Rewards tied to story

Durability 50450

Durability S0/50
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~ Collectibles tied to sto
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: - Viral posts tied to story

ESPN Sports Bar & Grill - Ignors All

p—

m’gi' q CibyVille - Ionore &l

s H % Hey! Can you help me out by sending me a Cane?
A

= Join Adriane's Deluxe Warehouse staff

% Hey! Can you help me out by sending me a Racing Pedals?
A

% Hey! Can you help me out by sending me a Sunscreen?
I

r\. % Join Danny's Level 3 Television Tower staff

So I got you this Pre-Game Party power-up. Could you send
one back to me?

So I got you this Pre-Game Party power-up. Could you send
one bad: to me?

Steven just opened a new Sparts Bar and needs your support
to get it going!

So I got you this Flyers power-up. Mow send one back to me!!

Please add me as your neighbor and play ESPM Sports Bar n' =
Grillt
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m FarmVille - Ionore Al

Empires & Allies - Ionore Al I'm trying to complete a quest in Farmyille and could really use

vour help! Could you send me an Electric Fan?

I need Upgrade Blueprints to save the world from evil-doers
and ne'er-do-wells, Can you send me one? I'm trying to build my Crafting Silo and could really use your

help! Could you send me a Hinge?

Ineed Deck Turrets to save the world from evil-doers and
ne'er-do-wells. Can you send me one? I'm trying to nurture my dudding in FarmVille so it can grow up

to become a beautiful duck ar swan. Can you help me out?
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I need Upgrade Blueprints to save the world from evil-doers
and ne'er-do-wells, Can you send me one?

I'm trying to complete a quest in Farmville and could really use
vour help! Could you send me an Electric Fan?

Join the staff of Michael's World Embassy! p—
I'm collecting Beach Toys to redeem for prizes! Could vou help
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me by sending a Beach Toy?
Troy needs your help with speeding up Strike Battleship in . e ]
S Empires & Allies. - I'm trying to build my Crafting Silo and could really use your y
e 5 = help! Could you send me a Tin Sheet? £
F ™= ’/
3 £ —

e : f\*\g/\ SR e B 7—\-_.\—"/




Ime...

Once upon a t
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YOU SAVED
HYRULE AND

YOU ARE A
REAL HERD!

|

Save the Princess.—~
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: Princess Scarlet,
& ~ SCARLET LEGACY

Save the Princess

Thank you for saving me, I My
father will be delighted!

Princej_,s* from “A Stolen
Princess,” AGE OE CONAN
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" Save the Prineess Cow

You saved the lonely cow!
Would you like to give ber a
home now?

A lost cow has wanderaed
onto your property. Will yoa
help find her a loving home?
If she finds a new owner,
they might even offer you a
reward for your kindness!

A lost, Lonely Groovy Cow
wandered onto your farm

locking for a place to stay.
Will you ask your friends to
find her a home?

A lost, Lonely Party Duck
wandered onto your farm
looking for a place to stay.
Will you ask your friends to
find her a home?

—— i A sad, lonely turtle showed
= : up on your farm. He needs a
- - % new home. Maybe a friend

can help him?




2. Variety, variety, variety

Motivation — Growth, Heroism, Revenge,
Supplication

Quest Type — Kill/Collect, Farm

Target/Giver — Murlocs, Princess, Cow, Mail

Tools — Zappers, Silt Hut
Difficulty — Number of goals/length
Rewards — Gold, Energy, Collectibles, Story
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Motivation: Building up in Frontierville

Clear out the Grass

—

Checking for

Breakfast

Make Medicinal Tea |«

Lay in Firewood

—

—

Time for Breakfast

}
Make an Orchard

l

Scare Bears

Spruce Things Up
!

Get Married Step 1

Get Married Step 2

Get Married Step 3

!
Get Married Step 4

!
Get Married Step 5

l

Do Family Chores

—

Clobber Snakes

Keep on Farming

l

Search for Lost

Hammer

l

Search for Lost

Nails

Feed the Farm

Animals

—

Prairie Swap Meet!

Buyer Beware!
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THANK YOU MARIOD®*

BUT OUR PRINCESS IS IN

ANMOTHER CASTLE?®
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~ Motivation: Building up your ESPN Sports Bar

1. To be the greatest
2. To make a place for your friends

3. To bring back sports fans

4. To show upBlake— R e
5. To get Elena back

6. To be the greatest




Twists & Turns?

nsch "old school seaman leading in

a "spy of the dark alliance leading mercadia”

= the twins gina & tina leading in Isla azul

an the evil mad scientist leading in Lobster Bay 1ess the Ravens girifriend







3. One Story Isn't Enough

(Or, You always need more
story than you think you do)

Include episodic storylines as well as main
story

Aim for each quest to move the story forward
Make way for twists & turns

Offer a quest log
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General Scarlett reporting for 4. Instant Character
duty. Let's start by Eﬁigdﬁg " 20-30% play alone, without friends

new Barracks.

Hey Boss!
Name's McCann, but you can call me Mac.
Let's start rebuilding the empire.

- Cuntiwe
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It's nof easy, managing the general store. But Hank's a cheerful man and a hard worker. He gets :
stuff done. eewey ay S
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Amdir
LORD OF THE RINGS ONLINE
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"The voice.mmake it




Cyrus Drake WIZARD 101

) TRUS DRAKE
= MYTH PROFESSOR

him, and you've got a collar to cortrol him
you're only missing the final piece of the i
ou know, do you? Do you?




“Persistent” Characters
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Spouse, Frontierville

N N\ 1] J

My darling,

How does the new house
look?

I am overwhelmed with
excitement.

With love,
your spouse-to-be!

7”77 }"/\ ’)\\\\,\S}\)_"_; 7.




Elena, ESPN Sports Bar

Hey, boss!

I'm Elena, your fabulous
aaaand you don't really ¢ 3
teams - dick above the : g
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Rewards

. @ Turbine Points (10x)
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Return Home




- LeSS |S MOre (Or, Creating NPCs in 140

characters or less)
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Hey, boss!

I'm Elena, your fabulous assistant manager,
aaaand yvou don't really care. So let's talk
teams - click above the arrow.
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2. Connect Visually with NPCs

You saved the lonely cow!
Would you like to give hera ||
home now?




‘3. Asynchronous Storyplay

~ (Or, the Lost Power of the
Mailbox)




= 4 Consplcuous Consumptlon
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- On the avatar




Review

* Why Story?
* What is Story?
* What Facebook can learn from MMOs
* Story is Everywhere
* Variety, Variety, Variety
* You always need more story than you think you do
* Instance Character

* Monetizing Story
* What MMOs can learn from Facebook

* Creating connections in 140 characters or less

* Connect visually with NPCs

* Asynchronous Storyplay

* Put story where the choice is

* Where the heart is




MANAGINGTHE GENERALISTORE!

It's nof easy. managing the general store. But Hank's a cheerful man and a hard worker. He gets
stuff done.

Harvest Ten Tomatoes

"

Collect One General Store bonus

N

Clear Five Debris

s

Click on Hank fo hear the joke of the day. (They're ALL bad!) If you haven't got any debris,
clear a space on your homestead and wait a bit.
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Anne Toole

Writer, Narrative Designer, Story Consultant
West Hollywood, California, USA

thewritetoole@gmail.com
Twitter: @amely
Skype: anne.toole s——
US Phone: (310) 659-3031
Mobile phone while in Europe: +33 6 24 45 41 05
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http://writingiswriting.wordpress.com/
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