gdc free to play summit | mar 14
ethan levy | monetization design censultant | @FamousASpect

designi
purchases

FamousAspect.com




..SFARWARf 2 -« B DRAGONAGE

LEGENDS

e

T'\'l\m S
D
\L ALM

- \lllll)
\O\ WEMUST FIGHT,

§IEGE HERO m

QEF . le@ % “ \ “ “,




FULLFORCE098 / NOVEMBER 7

"When | compare Arkham Origins to Gods Among Us, my sense as a player and a game designer is that
NetherRealms has made an undoubtedly better game, but a worse free-to-play product.”

. Migaru90 » Siephen Totllo Ik W

If any major publisher ever hires this man
for "blockbuster" titles, I will quit gaming

forever, or at least modern gaming.

BURN. IN. HELL.

. P » Stephen T... 1h W

! B Ethan Levy - you are a horrible person.
kineticdamage » Migarugo * W b

Yeah, he's like ... the forbidden gamedesigner

I 21 minutes ago

YOU are what's wrong with video games.
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4. [-] Yashakiden 1 point 2 hours ago
< You are exactly the sort of people who are ruining gaming.

Everything written in this article, and its author, continue to jade me this .
Pure, unadulterated evil.

industry more and mare. | need alcohol. This made me want to vomit.

4 [~] @M [score hidden] 39 minutes ago What annoys me about this article is that I

“ Get it through your thick skull that CONSUMERS HATE F2P PAY GATES, which seem to be an idea you spurt off about agree with the general premise (that free-to-
nonstop since developers and the marketing w . like them. You are damaging this industry. Please stop it.

Figure out a way to both get paid and keep your integrity. play videogames are not inherenﬂy bad and

permalink save parent report give gold reply

are a response to market pressure) but I

A [-] e [score hidden] 26 minutes ago

“ Let's talk about Dragon Age Legends. I cannot believe ANYONE would hire you as a consultant after that = really hate the oondesoendmg, offensxve,
abomination of the ideas your seem to love so much for some reason. Great job "producing"” it into the dumpster.

You're such a failure and cancer to this industry. Just leave and go grub for money elsewhere, w &« woe. effete, stereotypical San Francisco attitude







Look at the author's job title. Just
look at it. That's not a career, that's
a punishment for being an abusive
prison guard in a past life.
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Ben Kuchera, Senior Editor (on Penny Arcade Report)




what do you want to get out of
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< Messages Erin Contact

Will you please pick up
another bag of candy?

I'm worried.

Although no one has come
yet.

| can on my way home.




When will you be home?

No one has come yet.

Leaving in 10, so prob
6:30. May need to stop at
whole foods on the way
home to pick up
something for dinner










Is my game a good fit for freemium?
Is my design built for freemium?

Am I selling the right things?

What examples should I follow?













mobile = comfort gaming
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Early Game

00:02 e

Mid Game

Vet

FUSE FEST TOURNAMENT

1 PUT YOUR FUSION SK } TEST!

SE_ITENS T0 UNLOCK THE TRUE PONER OF Y

GUILD REWARDS

1ST PLACE: v:4s| @ x30
2ND PLACE: wvaa| @ x20

3RD-10TH PLACE: @x20 © x25
11-25TH PLACE: @ x15% x25
26-50TH PLACE: @ x10 x20
PLAYER REWARDS

1ST-5TH PLACE: -

Elder Game




is my design built for freemiur
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Key set of activities a player takes each session
Path of least resistance

Actions - main interactive elements

Gates - elements that block progression

Sinks - where player spends currency

Taps - where player gains currency




TROPICS

MISS5ION 2

CLASSIC

LORDING...

Major Mayhem
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Major Mayhem
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BRZOOKAR

TRY OUT THIS NEW WERPON
AN|| FrRom THE ARMORY!

Major Mayhem
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TROPICS
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ACCOMPLISHED
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Major Mayhem




OBJELCTIVES

REWHRRD 50

Al SHOOT AN ENEMY FULL OF
BULLETS.
REWHRRD CLRIMED

[,/ GET TO THE CHOPPER!

HBEWRARO CLRIMED

[,/ SHOOT POWN AN ENEMY JET. 4;

NEW BOURNE

G

Major Mayhem




TROPICS

MISSION 3

CLASSIC

LORDING...

Major Mayhem




Despicable Me: Minion Rush
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Banana Multiplier Despicable Multiplier

Despicable Me: Minion Rush
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Despicable Me: Minion Rush
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Despicable Me: Minion Rush




KEEP RUNNING!

24,907 points to beat your best score!

‘ Revive for 203

S
Despicable Me: Minion Rush

| ramousaspeteom




am I selling the right things?
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Smash Hit




apprentice options More help



restart from smash hit > cloud
checkponts PremMium saves
T buy Nnow
¥199

statistics
restore purchase -

S S

Smash Hit
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Buy with

Card Hunter
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EA' . = Player attrition by level
UPGRADE A ‘ X 100.00%
ARCHITECT'S OFFICE =) R

Upgrade to _.

| Lis

The architect is your best friend when you
want to add some extra rooms to your
castle.

Max rooms

Requires Castle Heart rank 11

Mighty Quest for Epic Loot | fake data from level based game




permanent vs consumable goods

Store
ATK 74 Weapons - Aem “ Vanity

DEFZ0 + Show Me[ " "Shields W Sort By: Uevel: Low to High
= : Level: ghv ——"—
STM(S | + 299 G ems

AGL T
+10% Dodge | Bﬁy’ 75 Gusranteed Epic(One-tme) canteed e Chanty Hero
=/
\

Tribal Shield

‘r | DEF[2 % AGLT #
\(4 +10% Dodge . ‘Buyﬂ 60 \)4
| ERRE szl |

Dragon Emblem

AGL[2  # DEF(1 # P

+20% ¥ | Buy# 100 LA ) e ) L‘h‘_‘

All packs have a chance to drop Legendary heroes! Master completed quests to earn gems!

Radiant Rays
S1CK(3 # DEF(2 #
10% chance to Miss
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s\ MORE GEMS YOUu NEED
: MORE GEMSY

Kingdom Rush: Frontiers
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= SPINE RaIN
AN RAINS € SPINES DEALING 24
\.,, : AREA DAMAGE EACH.

Kingdom Rush: Frontiers




Hero Dragon

Hero Bonehart

Hero Sha'Tra

Hero Nivus

Chest of gems

Bag of gems

Hero Grawl

Hero Dante

Hero Captain Blackthorne

Hero Kahz

Kingdom Rush: Frontiers




> e APDP FUNDS = - 'X I i’ GET CHIPS! X))

Vault of Gold $99.99 = SoRiePackl)
I DO - |- == ] 150,000 ) |
g, Bank Truck of Gold 209/, $49.99 ?‘x 1,000,000 At |
D TET e T

- = 555 3,000,000 A |
& St 20% v IETT12,000,000 S wrervae o
= " Bettin' the farm Pack |
’ Ny 35,000,000 45999 |
g, Stash of Gold ano, $9.99 |
* L P EXTRA BUY ' T \ ]00,000’000 ~\\\ MAX VALUE Aﬂ-\nsggcglg | .
"TAP'TO EARN FREE GOLD o)
DoubleDown Casino
Modern War Chips (1,000s) Price  Price/Gold Discount vs base
Gold Price  Price/Gold Discount vs base

Modern War | DoubleDown Casino




what examples should I follow
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" STAMINA

CURRENT SUIT

DAMAGE BLOCK
40%

SPEED DAMAGE REDUCTION
80

100
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@10,000
.

ARKHAM ORIGINS
POWER TIER 1
» Batman's original Batsuit; this model

is equipped with Keviar armor and
Batman's trademark utility belt.

This Batsuit has no special
advantages.

HEALTH DAMAGE SPEED

e ~

1 .: 2 +0 +0 +0
(&

CURRENT SUIT

DAMAGE BLOCK
40%

SPEED DAMAGE REDUCTION
80

100



CONFIRM PURCHASE

ARKHAM ORIGINS

cosT: @ 10,000

- r




o — EQUIP

Batman: Arkham Origins




" STAMINA

DAMAGE BLOCK
40%
SPEED DAMAGE REDUCTION
0

100

f




< ENERGY
BRIEFING —

LEVEL3

YP 113/165 ® 9/159

TRIAL

7% HELLFIRE

7" TOMAHAWK

™, *

N wer 1

y -

} DUTCH w1 521

0 STORE

b B

SQUAD

LEVEL3 <= 1275
—— <5 8 B

FULL STOP
THERE ARE TROOPS MASSING IN THE

SUBURBS.
GET IN THERE AND THIN THEM OUT.

<Z 600

XP 75

VICTORY
TARGET TIME: 01:30
USE ONLY MACHINE GUN

PLAY

Frontline Commando 2




WEAPON TRIAL

TRY THIS NEW WEAPON
FOR AN EDGE IN BATTLE!

MACHINE GUN
e

#% HELLFIRE
DAMAGE: 936 =» 2111




LIKED THE GUN? HERE'S A ONE-TIME OFFER

y: | ’H . TO PURCHASE IT WITH A DISCOUNT!
/! (8 MACHINE GUN
4 ; m\& = o
‘ »

Frontline Commando 2
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Finish the course with 3 Perfect scores

\Get More N (rOll‘@

Fairway Solitaire




AN INSIDE LOOK
AT LIVE EVENTS

FACTIONS

In January 2013, Modern War launched a game-changing live event that
allowed players to form factions and face-off against enemies for the

chance to take over a country.

330,000+ 1.4 Million

FACTIONS HAVE BEEN FORMED TO DATE BATTLES FOUGHT PER DAY

Players in factions hail from every Daily log-ins increase by double during
continent in the world except Antarctica. live events.

Most popular live event in Modern
,“EHTS Woar by participation:
WORLD DOMINATION: IRELAND

5 M PLAYER VS PLAYER l 8 3 n o o I ALLIANCE REQUESTS
ATTACKS PER DAY L) SENT PER DAY
|

Battles Completed REVENUE

2 Modern War has seen the highest revenue in the game’s history since
launching the live event.

and performance, allowing players to battle rivals from around the world

m Modern War offers exciting social features that impact overall gameplay
and forge strategic alliances.

“Cash” Donated to Factions . - °
& $2.3 Million 600% Increase

i
$998 Billon
IN TOTAL REVENUE IN ONE WEEKEND IN AVERAGE DAILY REVENUE DURING LIVE
DURING A LIVE EVENT EVENTS
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NOTICE

seesse Save BO% on Pro Pachk s
only $299 For $7 woreh oF

tlrystals and goid.
{Can only be purchased once]













...calling yourself a 'professional jew'
isn't a step up. Ditch that, and knock it
off.

n




continue the conversation

e Email: ethan@FamousAspect.com
o Twitter: @FamousAspect

» Articles, tools and tens

FamousAspect.com



