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My opinion?
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The fanservice/sexualization debate
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For the purpose of this talk...

Fanservice:

making a character
sexy...

@ B
M a

human

being

with a
nice butt!j
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For the purpose of this talk...

Fanservice: Objectification:
making a character ...and nothing else.
sexy...
© )
I'ma
nice butt!

)




MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM

GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT
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WE CAN REBUILD IT:}
WE HAVE 'I'IIE TEI}HNIIIIIGY

WIE GAN MAKE IT BETTER TIIAN I Wils:
BETTER-- HEALTHIER... MORE DIVERSE)

imgflip.com
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STAND BACK

o
imgfliplcomms
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Insults Dismissal Crude
terms
horny A
titillation boobs
fanboys base |
manbabies tits 9SS
lust
i shallow f***to
Immature smut Y
teenagers Suerile wank fodder
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itillation

boys base

manbabies

ature shallow

smut
puerile
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Desire
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The dance of eros
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The D.E.S.I.R.E. Model

e SiX step system
e TO write hot characters
e TO write them well
e TO turn some people on
e TO avoid turning others off




GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT

Collaborating with team

o Working whith, artists

This guy should
be seductive.

I'm thinking d
smoldering gaze S
and low-riding

jeans.

pu
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Let’s get started
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DESIRE: D is for Diversity
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“Okay, no fanservice, we swear...”
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i.e. Boobs
boobs boobs
boobs boobs

O

Woman = Hf)t

O
O
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“Male characters only
have to be strong

badasses, not sexy
sensual!”

“"What do you
mean, more than
two genders?”
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1. Diversify female characters

I've always wanted to go on a harbor
uise, but never quite like this.
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1. Diversify

p A P ',

emale characters
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2. Make sexy male characters
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3. Diversify “attractive”

\

It's the chest hair, isn’t it?

From BioWare forums via unknown tumblr
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Rules of attractiveness
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These people are sexy

L

j‘f:o‘fi'rtesx\lgéc D @

Courtesy Jasper Gregory @ Flickr
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ED BY ALEX WIGHTM

\
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These people are sexy

s t\&}.\\
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Show as desirable:

o« People who subvert gender

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Show as desirable:

e« People who subvert gender
o Different body types
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Show as desirable:

o« People who subvert gender

o Different body types
o People with disabilities

The girl winces a little, rubs her nose and jumps up.
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Show as desirable:

o People who subvert gender
o Different body types
o People with disabilities

o People of color OUTSIDE
stereotypes

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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AND WHEN EVERYONE'S
SENYA.

momogoncrator net
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Redefining fanservice
NOW: Conventionally hot bodies
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Redefining fanservice
NOW: Cenventionallyhot bodies-

GOAL: Human beings presented as hot
(sometimes)
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Diversity Examples

« Dragon Age: Inquisition
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Diversity Examples

e Dragon Age: Inquisition
o Borderlands 2
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DESIRE: E for Energy
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in the eye

A twinkle A kind warmth A cruel gleam
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Dynamic animating energy

OMG
YAARY!!
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Dynamic animating energy

s L . et 5 = -
OMG flirtflirtflirt & g flirtflirtflirt
YAAAYN RRLLGULISIR g flirtflint
)] . - w - - ‘ -
flirtflirt = e Aflint
’ | J

firt L TN
flin & |
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Dynamic animating energy
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Driving emotions in narrative

o T e 2 sy
f’b“ -’[‘ ? *
WM

Anger = driving force for stabbing people Determination = driving force for climbing/crawling
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Be still, my beating heart...

/
I AM ANGRY

MAN
SHOOTING
ANGRY
BULLETS AT
PEOPLE I'M
ANGRY AT!

-
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What traits are attractive?
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What traits are attractive?

Writing the Romance-able NPC:
ICING on the Content Cake

=

Heidi McDonald
Game Designer, Schell Games LLC

SCHELL GAMES

OEVELOPERS CONFERENCE ONLI!

GAME. e
}) GAME NARRATIVE = 2012
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Just a few examples:

H H A\Y 1{4
“Enthusiastic” w " Tortured
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Non-verbal

o« Eye contact and gaze
e Voice - texture, timbre

e Mouth
o Body language

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Energy Examples

e Dragon Age and Mass Effect
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The Many Faces of Fenris...
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DESIRE: S is for Sensuality
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Sensuality = all of the senses
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Sexuality pasted on yey?
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Visual — not just for artists!




GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM

Bodylanguage

Power / Aggression Softness / Invitation
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Choice of clothing

-+

=Y
>
‘ y

¢
. V‘



GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM

Choice of clothing
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- Choice of clothing

misy
A7 8 ’
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Choice of clothing

E R EEEEN

<
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Skin and skimpy clothes
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What kind of tension?
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Touch
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Sexual touch
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Characters touching self

From itsjaneshepard
on Tumblr
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Touch difficult in games

So... are you
ever going to
actually
TOUCH me?

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM

Whoops, sorry, I seem to
have gnawed half your
neck and face off.

...hope this isn't a
moodkiller.
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Touch difficult in games

...and then I
And then he spend the
traces her next 100
lips with his hours trying
fingertips... to render
that.

...] hate you.
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404 scene not found
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Voices

e How the voice shifts
e Non-verbal noises

e Diction, word
choice, speaking
patterns etc

e Also, music and SFX

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Taste and smell

e Present via:
o Dialogue
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Taste and smell

e Present via:
o Dialogue
e Environmental
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Taste and smell

e Present via:
o Dialogue
o Environmental
e Physical response
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Sensuality Example

o Witcher 2 sex scene

o Visual - sexual imagery, color

e Aural - music, sighs, narration
about elven lovers

e Touch - kissing, caressing,
intimate touches

e Scent - steam, roses
e Taste - certain... implied sex acts
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DESIRE: I is for Initiative

SEXINESS
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The “"Kindness Coin” Mechanic

” /

Action: Con

Reaction: Return feelings
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The “"Kindness Coin” Mechanic

Action: Likes / Lusts

Actions: Flirt Compliment
Be nice Give gifts
Agree Spend quality time

Action: Confess feelings

Reaction: Return feelings




GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM l

Agency Is sexy




Player? What player?

This is just a
fling,
Vakarian.

I'm using
you for your
body.



GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT

Sexual Agency in PCs

e Have agency by design
o Not always all-powerful
o« Okay to be “passive” or

“desired” vs. active pursuer f

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Sexual Agency in NPCs

o Should act vs. react
e Enthusiasm and honesty

e Acting for themselves, not
the “invisible audience”




Sexual agency !'= YES PLZ DO ME

Oh, Studly
McBadass, I'm
feeling so
empowered
right now...
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Bad Example: God of War III
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The Bayonetta Problem
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404 complicated and difficult topic

not found
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Subtle Sexual Agency

o Up-front propositions

e Smouldering eye contact

e« Touching

o Kissing

o Body language

e« Honest verbal communication
o Facial expression

o Etc etc - list goes on and on

MAKE SURE TO INVOLVE MUTUAL CONSENT!
Without it, "sexy” turns into “creep and ick”
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Initiative Example

e Sith Jaesa Wilsaam, ST:TOR

o« Former Jedi, apprentice to Sith PC

o Exploring/satisfying own appetites

e«Male PC- attracted to him due to history/
tastes, propositions him accordingly

/

3 . y )
Jaesa Willsaam: Master, | want you. Why don't we find someplace quiet?
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Initiative Example

e Sith Jaesa Wilsaam, ST:TOR

o« Former Jedi, apprentice to Sith PC -
The Jedi kept me stifled. Romantic 4 near starved. When time allows,

o Exploring/satisfying own appetites B TR o s
e«Male PC- attracted to him due to history/
tastes, propositions him accordingly
«No relationship with male PC - seeks out

other lovers, discusses her desires in
relation to Sith code

It’s importdnt for yoli to experience a
full range of sensations and emotion.

Gifset from nameislooney on Tumblr
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DESIRE: R is for Relationships
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Romantic relationships

o Highlight character
sexuality/appeal

o Depict intimacy
and erotic scenes

o Allow some player
agency
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Other relationships
e Friendship
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Other relationships

e Friendship
e Rivalry
e Enmity

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Fuel for sexual exploration

[E deviantarT

it com o o= " sesantn

\‘/

fonfiction.net-9"

unleash your imagination and free your soul

@ vt fnfctioninet/gome/Fna oty VI 2=

Rated: M - English - Romance/Hurt/Comfort
Compiet

- Words: 27,248 - Reviews: 1 - Favs: 2 - Follows: 2 - Updated: 5h ago - Published: Feb 12 - [Vincent V., OC

R w Wheve Lwant You by Makoteadrush
it for & prompt on Tumbi whre Coud had to dominate . Seems ' go. i fght here hewants i eaig Reno a bt rstatedt Reno/ v
Damng ‘lemony, rated M for

e - Enp - morfRemance - Cha Words: 473 - Publshed: 6h ago

On Your Knees by MakoHeadrush

Drabble, written for 3 prompt on Tumblr. Cloud has to please Sephiroth...but, the Planet's hero does not like being told what to do. Seph/Cloud pairing, lemony, not terribly
graphic but rated M for safety.

Rated: M - Englsh - Romance - Ch

Words: 308 - Published: 7h ago - Cloud S., Sephiroth - Complete
The Wiccan and the Shinto > by Otorisosa-kan revie
When Tifa left to compete in the tournament, Anne never expected to track her down to  kingdom cursed by a vengeful Stregherian and face an ugly looking beast. In a
land and time where magic is shunned and must be repressed, wil Anne find it in her to see the good i this proud, vain and cruel king? Or wil time run out, condemning the
once evil king? M for future violence.

Rated: M - English - Romance/Fantas)

3,457 - Reviews: 6 - Favs: 3 - Follows: 4 - Updated: 12h ago - Published: Feb 12 - [Sephi

h, o

smpl aneshot but had the potentil o continue on with the story. Reno/Cloud, fated M for lnguage and smut/yao. RER and 1 ove you

Tame Me > by miru-superstar
Reno's falln for Coud ever since the frst ime he saw the blond. Wihen theirpaths cross one right i Midgar things wil change for good between the two. Started out 35 2
M - English - Romance/Dr

hapters: 25 - Words: 80,332 - Reviews: 40 - Favs: 24 - Follows: ted: 12h ago - Published: Mar 22, 2014 - Cloud S

Final Fantasy 7: Crisis Core > by Samantha Vi Tenebrs.

e being helped by 2 1t dass solder named Genesls and brought ko Sina with hr younger siser, Phai, Laina Donovan soon (ound erse Joining SOLDIER and
ccoming parcners wth Zack Far,a 20 ks stk L does e T Ui s 15 th e of her kg vencure
Rared: M - English - Romance/Adventy s: 6,592 - Follows: 2 - Updat publshed: Feb 8 - [OC, Zack ., Genesis R

The Living Key > by Nocturnex
‘Alternate timeline in which Sephiroth fled Shinra Inc. When an ing Genesis is brought by Sephiroth and Angeal to see the last ving Anceents, Aerith agrees to help search

Joined by Angeal and Elfé, Aerith and Sephiroth travel together, hoping to find clues in the City of the Ancients. Genesis however, decdes to gather his own clues
o ket Stz

English - Adventure/Romance - Chapters: 28 75,691 - Reviews: 154 - Favs: 42 - Folows: 55 - Updated: Feb 20 - Published: Apr 24, 2014 - [Aerith
., Sephwoth] oo ngent ¥
Run from Paradise > by AnonymousAmature revie
What s s g of i e s e are? & Kk o £0ryof i Judgeovers o i ' s to e bk
ted: M - Englsh - Romance/Suspense - Ch Reviews Favs: 4 - Folows: 6 - Updated: Feb 20 - Published: Ot 18, 2014 - Yuffie K.,

ent

The Best Memories » by sephcounttheways r=viens
e e om0 Seph x Cloud

ted: M - Englsh rt/Romance - Chapt
Senrot

32,668 - Reviews: 27 - Favs: 53 - Foll

29 - Updated: Feb 19 - Published: Aug 13, 2012 - Cloud S.,

Penlove » by HazzaTL3 revie

Bl i res en exchanaing emais vith a penpal, bt now she discovers he has a scret. Does she want to know what 1 57 Wl Knowing i ke hr ot want to meet them
inperson? Why does Scarle keep vistng the br? I her relationship with Coud ready Lo ot the next vel? Category uparaded to M or adut content,

Roved: M- Enghah - Romancarraendan - Craptrs: 14 - Words: 16,42 - Rovons 13 hed: Jon 5, 2014 - Cloud s., Tila

BROWSE

Sephiroth and Cloud Sumi and . Sephiroth and sephiroth and do.

Lover's Meme i Sephiroth..

Elena sephiroth and cL.
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Relationship Example

e Dragon Age series
o NPCs have strong ties ¥ ‘
to PC and each other S¥- s

ond w ;.'l

o Banter system offers g7 .8
relationship ;
development

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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DESIRE: E is for Eyes on Character
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Panning over body
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Contrast of sex vs non-sex

Gif from lakelurks on Tumblr

Camera: “"Oh yeah, Camera: "Aah!
check this out!” Stay ten feet back!”
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A Tale of Two Butts

Indirect gaze Direct gaze
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Indirect camera gaze
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Indirect camera gaze

¢ Camera acts as
character proxy

e Scene and character
specific context

o Subjective character
opinion
e "Shows” vs “tells”

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Direct camera gaze
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Direct camera gaze

o Camera acts as audience proxy
e No character context

o "Objective” statement of fact

e "Tells” vs "shows”

e Assumes audience agrees




GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM

Ingame camera
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Thanks, internet...
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Combine camera with narrative

» e

YOU MAXE DICISIONS THAT SMAKE THE WORLD, YET ALWAYS SEEM SO ASSURTO, | WISH | HAD YOUR CONTIDENCE,

.

oy %

-

|

4. You guldo me. ’ 1.1 oboy my consclence.
S
5. You admire mo? (?7('\,;\,- 2. I make it up os | go.
U <
N

3.1do what must be done.
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|

4. You gulde me. ’% 1. 1 oboy my consclence.
. VALV

QYALS
5. You admire me? (I{'\Q,- 2. I make it up os | go.
\ <

25e

3.1do what must bo done.
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Combine camera with narratlve

e Panning and dipping
e 'Drifting gaze”

o Cleaner, less scruffy
o Attractive filters
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Combine camera with narrative

Player
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Eyes on Character Example
o Oh, rlght
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TO CONSIDER CAMERA
AS A SEXUAL AGENT!
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Homework and resources

e Games to play
o« BioWare games
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Homework and resources
'
==

L
U/
\
// \ 7
\ ' .
f§ ) i B
I've done enough work for the council alread
—_—
Wk

o Games to play
o« BioWare games
e Dating sims

§\ -

hat do you think lanako?
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Homework and resources

« Games to play : _
e« BioWare games O queers In
o Dating sims love at the end

 Indie/Twine/zinester of the world
games



GAME NARRATIVE SUMMIT

e Movies/TV
e Marvel movie-verse

MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM
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Homework and resources

e Romance novels / erotica

\
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Homework and resources

e Material from other cultures and time
periods
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Conclusion

ROUSING SPEECH
TIME!
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is not a Dirty Word

o Diversity — Create diverse cast

e Energy - Show appealing traits/moods

e Sensuality — Indulge all five senses

o Initiative — Give PCs/NPCs sexual agency
o Relationships — Write strong interactions
e Eyes on Character - Use the camera

Contact info
E: michelle.clough@gmail.com
T: @michelle_clough
W: www.michelle-clough.com




