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Worked on Spore🌍 
Worked on SimCity🔥 
Went back to grad school 
UCSC Expressive 
Intelligence Studio 

I do PCG. 



Tracery
“I thought I was making a text-
generation toy but I accidentally 
wrote a powerful multipurpose 
language instead. 
   
And then twitterbots happened.”











Language features

“greetings”: [“hello”, “nihao”], 
“origin”: “#greetings#, World”

symbols in hashtags 
are replaced with rules



Language features
● Recursively define 

“symbols” 
● Use modifiers to change 

text (pluralize, etc) 
● Store and re-use generated 

text



Tracery does text generation



TLDR, 
Tracery is 
easy to use.



The power of hosting: George Buckenham 
cheapbotsdonequick.com

http://cheapbotsdonequick.com










But you can still use it in Javascript games

● and Ruby (thanks Eli Brody!) 

● and Python (thanks Allison Parrish!) 

● and Twine (thanks Matthew Balousek!)

maybe Unity?



In experimental games..
Squinky and Jess Marcotte 
Most Sincere Greetings, 

Esteemed One

Squinky’s  
Interruption Junction 
and Fitzwilliam Darcy’s 
Dance Challenge  



Experiments with 
non-experimental games

Can you use Tracery to “dress up” 
a simple simulation or a finite 
state machine 

…and get an interesting game?



● NPC dialogue 

● Generated backstory 

● Scene descriptions 

● ?



Code generation, music 
generation, and more?

Things you can 
represent as text: 
• SVG, webpages 
• Music 
• Level layouts 
• ….Code?



Thank you, users!

I wouldn’t have known what Tracery was without you

Katie Rose Pipkin
@katierosepipkin

Nora Reed
@noraReed

Emma Winston
@deer_ful

Dietrich Squinkifer
(Squinky)

@TheSquink

Aaron Reed
@aaronreedRanjit Bhatnagar

@ranjit
Jacob Garbe
@logodaedalusGeorge Buckenham

@v21

Justin Riley
and his class of middle schoolers

@20hz20khz 

And too 
many more

to list!



Have a zine! 

Check out tracery.io! 

Contact me at 
galaxykate@gmail.com 

Questions? 

mailto:galaxykate@gmail.com

