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From USC Interactive Media
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Thatgamecompany
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Representing the team behind…
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Multi-award Winning
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Experimental game called Cloud
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Demo
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EGW 2006



How Cloud Got Made
Fostering an Experimental Student 
Project

We did a brief mention of
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Why it is made?
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The importance to exploring new 
emotional content

Immersing

Stimulating

Addicting

Empowering

Adorable
Social

Curious

Dramatic

Creative

LoveComedic

?
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Topic
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How it is made?
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Different Approach
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#1 Concept Phase
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Experimental        Innovation
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We quickly lure out technical innovation
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“Playing Video Games May Affect Some Children's 
Physical Functioning”

“Violent Video Games Can Cause Aggression”

“Video Games Are Training Children to Kill”
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violent addictive stressful comedic
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Different Emotion? 
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#2 Prototype Phase
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Prototyping
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1
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Tool
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Student Designer
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More than 1
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Visual Prototypes
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Camera Prototype
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Gameplay Prototypes
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#3 Production Phase
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Creative Control
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Leadership Vision
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More is not always better
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#4 “Sell” the Game
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November 5, 2005
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web
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Sign in
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g4
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“I actually, literally cried at the sheer 
beauty of it. I just wanted to let you 
know that your work engendered such 
emotion. Cloud is just utterly 
impressive.”

-Email from fan

“Brilliant”

“Loving it”

“Incredibly soothing”
“an amazing game”

"awesome"

“Beautiful”

“I ended up playing for hours"

“Phenomenal”

“absolutely fantastic”

"tell everyone involved that they are beautiful people"

“Now i admire clouds, don't know why, but i watch them 
for more time, it sounds crazyness, but it's true.”

“I played ‘Cloud.’ Then it have me almost cry. 
I feel my eyes hot. And when I am on the 
ground with some trouble or 
disappointment, looking up the sky, blue sky 
and white cloud, make me feel beauty. ‘The 
sky always there.’”

-Tokyo Fan

“Cloud is exactly the kind of game that we 
need more of, one that frees the 
possibilities of the medium.”

-SomethingAwful Forum

“I am in fucking love. Seriously.   I 
FUCKING LOVE THIS GAME. Holy fuck, 
this game is awesome.”

-The Sonic Retard, Penny               
Arcade Forum

“Cloud is just utterly impressive. It is a 
vastly original and marvelous work, and 
originality is so very rare in games 
these days.”

–PC Gamer UK

“Thank you” "I just want to keep flying around and 
listening to the music"
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#5 Analysis Phase
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> 400,000 Downloads 

20 Academic Papers

37 Printed Articles
PC Gamer

Edge

15 TV Programs

> 300 Internet Sites

CBS News

G4 Attack of the Show
Spike TV

Gamasutra

25 Countries

LA Times

Wired

> 4,000,000 Hits 

3 Months
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Audience 6-65

Under 20
20-30

Over 30
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a Student Game
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Experimental Game
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Successful Game
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Successful ?
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Academic

Business

Career PublicitySuccess
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Academic

Business

Career PublicitySCMRPG
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Academic

Business

Career Publicity
Narbacular

Drop
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Academic

Business

Career PublicityCloud
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Academic

Business

Career Publicity?
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