
The Other Side of the Table: 
Pitching to Publishers 

 
Scott Rogers 

Creative Manager THQ 



the other 
Side 

of the table 

Pitching to Publishers 





FOUR PARTS TO THIS TALK 

2. HOW TO DELIVER A PITCH 

3. WHO ARE YOU PITCHING TO? 

1. HOW TO CREATE A PITCH 

4. WHEN THINGS GO WRONG 



 
PART 1 

HOW TO CREATE A PITCH 



STELLAR QUESTCRAFT  

In the year thirty two forty five the Zorgan Hegemony has 
encroached the Nebulon Armada at the Azimuth cluster, 
causing the political balance of the galactic imperium to 

shift for the first time in over a millennia The scriers of 
the Imperial Magus foretell of the coming of the Zweizing 
Hurlant the master of a thousand and two weapons” who 
is destined to discover Twiilers mystic Estoc that slew the 
Balderoq in the Nygain campaign against the Gentratii legion 
of Fibulous IV and is now located on the planet Biifroxx in 
the bolt hole of the Hangitor Vale smugglers and bounty 
hunters who are sinister agents of the dark prince of 

Ghastula who will return from novadeath to enslave the 
galaxy in his icy grip as noted in the Codex Galacticus 

Prime the secret history of the galaxy written in the ink 
composed of stardust and blood 





WHAT IS THE 

HIGH CONCEPT? 





USP 



STORY or GAMEPLAY 

VS. 







IMAGES 

CAN YOU EVEN READ THIS? 



BUDGET PLAN 



DEMO > GDD >  

PRESENTATION > OUTLINE 

Magic Formula 



 
PART 2 

HOW TO DELIVER A PITCH 





















Obligatory Star Wars Reference 





CLOSED SYSTEM OPEN SYSTEM 



That’s a  
great idea.  
I’m glad  
I thought 
of it. 



 
PART 3 

WHO ARE YOU PITCHING TO? 

THE PUBLISHERS 



attested 

DEVELOPMENT 



the HEAD OF PRODUCTION 



the MARKETEER 



the TECHNOLOGIST 





the PROJECT MANAGER 



the CREATIVE 



the INTERN 



THIS IS YOU 



PART 4 

WHEN THINGS GO WRONG 









I DON’T KNOW 



3 DAYS!!??? 





THE END 



IN SUMMARY 

1. DONT MAKE BAD PRESENTATIONS 

2. PRACTICE/BE CASUAL 

3. PITCH TO THE RIGHT AUDIENCE 

4. DONT PANIC! 



 
THANKS FOR COMING! 

BONEYARD0@aol.com 

@MRBOSSDESIGN 

WWW.MRBOSSDESIGN.COM 



JOIN ME FOR BOOK SIGNING 

2:00 PM TODAY 

at BREAKPOINT 

(GDC) 
BOOKSTORE 

EVERY BOOK 

PURCHASED GETS 

A FREE, UNIQUE 

LEVEL DESIGN 



QUESTIONS? 



COMING THIS 

SUMMER! 

AVAILABLE 

EVERYWHERE 

BOOKS  

(and E-BOOKS)  

ARE SOLD! 

WHY YES, I AM WRITING A NEW BOOK! 


