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LET’S TALK ABOUT  
LOVE AND GAMES… 



From Mario to Shadow of the Colossus: 
knight-princess love relationships 



From Final Fantasy to Gone Home: 
love as a driver for storytelling 



From Façade to Luxuria Superbia: 
love as gameplay mechanics 



Dating sims and visual novels: 
love as a genre 



BUT WHAT HAPPENS  
WHEN LOVE IS ON THE OTHER  

SIDE OF THE SCREEN? 



Myth: people who play games love only games  



Truth: people who play games  
love also other things (even people!) 

 



And that’s a trend which is even more disruptive  
within the indie community 



SO LET’S TALK ABOUT  
LOVE AND MAKING GAMES… 



Not only making games  
For the one you love… 



… but also making games  
with the one you love. 



INTRODUCING “INDIE COUPLES”: 
OUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 



WAIT…YOU WORK TOGETHER  
AND YOU’RE A COUPLE? 
THAT MUST BE 
SOOO EXCITING! 





It’s easier to be a Jekyll & Hyde part-time dev  
when you share the same bed 



INTRODUCING “INDIE COUPLES”: 
MORE AND MORE EXPERIENCES 





COMMUNICATION 
MEANINGFULNESS FORCE TRUTH 

BALANCE 

HONESTY 
MOTIVATION ETHICS 

DIVERSITY 

PERSPECTIVE 



LOVE AND CREATIVITY: 
EXAMPLES FROM OTHER FIELDS 



Stereotype #1 
the Artist & the Muse 

MAN RAY & KIKI DE MONTPARNASSE SALVADOR & Gala Dalí 



Stereotype #2 
“Beautiful & Damned” 

Courtney love & Kurt cobain Sid vicious & nancy spungen  



“Design is to consciously put together two things in a way that they can accomplish something 
better than they could have accomplished individually”.  

RAY EAMES CHARLES EAMES 



coopetition (cooperation + competition):  
Mutual “invasion” of each other’s expertise  

JOHN LENNON YOKO ONO 



Experimentation:  
recklessly testing each other’s limits 

ULAY 
 

MARINA ABRAMOVIC 



Identity:  
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts 

GILBERT GEORGE 



Beyond stereotypes:  
THE NAKED TRUTH 



There’s a reason why  
THIS is the symbol for love… 



… because it’s a CYCLE. 



Cycling between opposite phases is KEY 
(in love as in game development) 

DIASTOLE & SYSTOLE 
DILATION & CONTRACTION 



LANGUAGE 



  

Cross- 

SECRET 
CODES 

pollination 
VS 



ORGANIZATION 



  

VS 

ASSEMBLY 

SELF- 
ORGANIZATION 

LINE 



VISION 



  

VS 

“LOOKING OUTWARD 
“GAZING AT  
EACH OTHER” 

IN THE SAME DIRECTION” 



EVOLUTION 



  

VS 

TOGETHER 

APART 



ORGANIZATION. 
 

Game development: 
All you need is L.O.V.E. 

 

LANGUAGE. 
 

VISION. 
 

EVOLUTION. 



“LOVE MAY FAIL, 
BUT COURTESY WILL PREVAIL” 

KURT VONNEGUT JR. 



THANKS 
FOR YOUR COURTESY 





PHOTO CREDITS 
SLIDE 3 – SCREENSHOTS FROM Super Mario Bros (Nintendo, 1985) AND Shadow of the Colossus (Sony, 2005)  
SLIDE 4 – SCREENSHOTS FROM Final Fantasy X (Square, 2001) AND Gone Home (The Fullbright Company, 2013) 
SLIDE 5 – SCREENSHOTS FROM Façade (Procedural Arts, 2005) AND Luxuria Superbia (Tale of Tales, 2013) 
SLIDE 6 – SCREENSHOTS FROM True Love (CD Bros., 1995) AND Analogue: A Hate Story (Christine Love, 2012) 
SLIDE 8 – IMAGE FROM “THE BIG BANG THEORY”: odealdisagio.wordpress.com/motivazioni 
sLIDE 9 – IMAGE FROM dreamsteam.com  
SLIDE 10 –,Image FROM BOUNDEN (GAME OVEN, 2014): playbounden.com 
SLIDE 12 – IMAGE FROM KNIGHT MAN (ROBERT FINK, 2013): puentelibre.mx/_notas/1507690 
SLIDE 15 – IMAGE FROM “WILLY WONKA AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY” 
SLIDE 22 – LEFT image via http://ninerooms.net/culture-me/surreal-love.html / RIGHT IMAGE VIA http://boskybelle.com/2014/02/lush-life/  
SLIDE 23 – LEFT IMAGE VIA http://getoffmydress.blogspot.it/2013/07/desperately-seeking-susan-still.html / RIGHT IMAGE VIA http://hqdesktop.net/grunge-kurt-cobain-monochrome-courtney-love-1992-musicians-wallpaper-66669/   
SLIDE 24 – IMAGE VIA http://www.vitra.com/en-it/product/eames-elephant 
SLIDE 25 – IMAGE VIA THE BALLAD OF JOHN & YOKO (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obEtgWkksU4) 
SLIDE 26 - IMAGE FROM Marina Abramovic - The Artist is Present 
SLIDE 27 - Image via galleristny.com/2012/04/gilbert-and-george-giving-away-london-pictures-catalogues-saturday/ 
SLIDE 28 – LEFT IMAGE FROM JOHN LENNON - TWO VIRGINS / CENTER IMAGE FROM Marina Abramovic AND ULAY – relation in space / RIGHT IMAGE FROM GILBERT & GEORGE  - NAKED EYE    
SLIDE 29 – IMAGE VIA http://yayayayayala.deviantart.com/art/Pixel-Heart-13-321518657 
SLIDE 30 – IMAGE VIA http://alexstechthoughts.com/post/78557280497/heartbeat-of-a-company 
SLIDE 31 – IMAGE VIA http://www.campagna-pressione-arteriosa.ch/index.php?id=694&L=2 
SLIDE 33 – LEFT IMAGE VIA http://blogs.windsorstar.com/2013/02/03/photos-super-bowl-xlvii / RIGHT IMAGE VIA http://www.wallchan.com/wallpaper/16788/download/  
SLIDE 35 – LEFT PHOTO BY Christopher Swann VIA http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/visions-of-earth/visions-earth-2013 / RIGHT IMAGE VIA http://www.avvenire.it/Cronaca/Pagine/trapianti-da-genitori.aspx 
SLIDE 37 – LEFT IMAGE VIA http://acanadianexperience.wordpress.com/2012/07/15/saluti-acrobatici/ / RIGHT IMAGE VIA HTTp://www.fotopedia.com/items/flickr-7704358846 
SLIDE 39 – LEFT IMAGE VIA http://happytobehomeless.com/2013/07/african-animal-encounters/ / RIGHT IMAGE  VIA http://1hdwallpapers.com/siberian_tiger_snow_animal-wallpaper.html 
SLIDE 40 – IMAGE FROM baltimore love project, Eastern Avenue murals BY Michael Owen (http://flickrhivemind.net/Tags/highlandtown,mural/Interesting) 
  
 
 
 


