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In the midst of some of the 

most politically turbulent 
times in the 20th Century

@mindtoggle



http://pdxretro.com/2011/10/protest-in-washington-on-this-day-in-1967/



http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/exclusive-birmingham-protesters-arrested-1960s-
fdny-fighting-hose-attacks-article-1.1776364



http://www.theguardian.com/culture/gallery/2010/nov/14/ten-best-protests#/?picture=368602871&index=0



4 “far out” musicians proposed something 

crazy

http://www.thebeatlesrockband.com/@mindtoggle



All you need is love



http://inktank.fi/9-john-lennon-quotes-everyone-should-read/



Fast forward . . . 

From kotaku.com



2014
A turbulent year for games
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What am I talking about?
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A growing trend of “spreading love”

in games



>2,500 people kiss
their smartphones

(every day)



500+ 
Affection Games ask players to…



Affection Games:
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Affection Games:
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Affection Games:
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Affection Games:
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http://careergirlnetwork.com/6-ways-to-go-for-the-goal/



Affection is the main action in the game





● Insert example
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Kiss



● Insert example

Sneak Kissing

99FACTORY -
January 22, 2014



School Girl Flirt

@mindtoggle

School Flirting Game

Girl Go Games



What affection games aren’t



Affection games

Are Not
dating sims

My Virtual Girlfriend
By WET Productions Inc.





http://careergirlnetwork.com/6-ways-to-go-for-the-goal/



Affection games have 1 primary verb:

Flirt, Hug, Kiss or Make Love



Amy in Love by Apps4Everyone





Affection games have 1 primary verb:

Flirt, Hug, Kiss or Make Love



Not
Couples or

Affection Toys



Affection games have 1 primary verb:

Flirt, Hug, Kiss or Make Love

(in game)



Affection Games



3.5 million installs
for the 

top 10 Google Play Kissing Games





300+
Kissing games





Top 100 in “Role Playing” Category 

in 61 Countries on Google Play 



Kissing Test+



Top 100 
Highest Grossing 

Entertainment App 

in 16 Countries (iOS)



Top 100 

Overall Daily rank in

13 Countries (iOS)

(Europe & Carribean)



How did I find these games?



@mindtoggl
e

Photo by Stacey Stormes staceystormes.com







Affection Games Overview

Chubby kiss, Dollygals Games



Top 10 Kissing Games on Mobile

● Mermaid Kiss

● Give a Kiss

● Kiss Me! Lip Testing Game

● Kissing Games

● Princess Kissing on Beach

● Kissing Test Prank

● Kissing Game: First Date

● Kissing Test (free)

● Summer Kiss Test

● Classroom Kissing



Game
Top 100 listings

(# of countries)
Developer 

Name

Other Apps 

by 

Developer

Kissing Test Prank 15 Dexati 528

Mermaid Kiss 6 Abc Casual Games 6

Give a Kiss 3 Exa Mobile SA 67

Summer Kiss Test 7 Photo Ed and Pic Effects 30

Kissing Games 4 Enegon 28

Princess Kissing on Beach 2 mGamey 63

Kissing Game: First Date 0 Vizzgames 18

Kissing Test (free) 118 Bell Standard Inc 5

Kiss Me! Lip Testing Game 18 Top Trending Apps 24

Classroom Kissing 0 Girls Games 123 25
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Game
Recorded 

Installs

Initial 

Release

Date

Supports 

in -App 

Purchases

Kissing Test Prank 1,000,000+ 2/23/2012 No

Give a Kiss 500,000+ 12/6/2012 Yes

Summer Kiss Test 500,000+ 7/20/2013 No

Kissing Test (free) 100,000+ 12/29/2009 No

Kiss Me! Lip Testing 100,000+ 3/21/2014 No



Game
Recorded 

Installs

Initial 

Release

Date

Supports 

in -App 

Purchases

Kissing Test Prank 1,000,000+ 2/23/2012 No

Give a Kiss 500,000+ 12/6/2012 Yes

Summer Kiss Test 500,000+ 7/20/2013 No

Kissing Test (free) 100,000+ 12/29/2009 No

Kiss Me! Lip Testing 100,000+ 3/21/2014 No



Game Name
Recorded 

Installs

Initial Release

Date

Mermaid Kiss 500,000+ 2/9/2014

Kissing Games 500,000+ 3/25/2014

Princess Kissing on Beach 100,000+ 9/19/14

Kissing Game: First Date 100,000+ 4/11/2014

Classroom Kissing 100,000+ 8/8/2012
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Initial Release
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Number of Affection Games Published 

Web (2013) Mobile 

2013

Mobile 

(2014)

Kiss 299 94 142

Flirt 78 9 9

Hug 4 3 2

Sex 600+ 6 10



Number of Affection Games Published 

Web (2013) Mobile 

2013

Mobile 

(2014)

Kiss 299 94 142

Flirt 78 9 9

Hug 4 3 2

Sex 600+ 6 10



Number of Affection Games Published 

Web (2013) Mobile 

2013

Mobile 

(2014)

Kiss 299 94 142

Flirt 78 9 9

Hug 4 3 2

Sex 600+ 6 10



142+ 
Kissing Games for Smart Phones



9 of 10 
Top Affection games are Free 2 Play



(People don’t expect to pay for affection)



Estimate

90% 
of Affection Games 

added to App Stores since 2012



#of Affection Games that hit top 10 charts



As many as 300+ Kissing Games

existed on Google Play



As many as 300+ Kissing Games

existed on Google Play

(but they are often removed from App Stores.)



10
Kiss 
Justin Bieber
Games 
on Google Play



(Likely all were unlicensed)



> 1,000,000 Plays> 1,000,000 Plays
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Removed from stores for:

● Content violations

● Intellectual Property Violations



Princess Kissing – care game for girls in the hospital. It is one of 
the princess games for little girls! Help the princess in Barbie doll 
game of girl. First kiss should be the French kiss. Cure the sick 
princess and be a doctor nurse in kissing princess game. As 
you know fantasy world magic kiss save the princess in all 
princess stories princess games. Help the princess to return to 
her magic kingdom disney and live happy with fairy tale 
unicorns and ponies. Kiss the girl and the flying hearts will 
improve her mood and make her healthy. Fantasy kingdom 
emergency will help every pretty girl. It's time to know how to 
kiss for girls..... Are you ready to the kissing test?



Keywords in description:

Barbie doll 
magic kingdom disney

kissing test

French kiss. 

doctor nurse

kissing princess game. 

fairy tale unicorns and ponies. 

know how to kiss for girls?



Bootleg and keyword 

cornucopia

comicsalliance.com



Understanding Affection Games



80% 
of Kissing Games use “Kiss and Evade Mechanic”



80% 
of Kissing Games use “Kiss and Evade Mechanic”
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15%
“Kiss Testers “



15%
“Kiss Testers “







Let’s talk about sex



Generally forbidden . . .  







Fleeting  . . . at best



Like Bigfoot you 

don’t believe they exist until you catch 
a glimpse  of one





Occasionally

Reviewers miss content



Occasionally

Reviewers miss content





Sex Guides



“Sex Guides”



Who makes these games?





Independent Developers

● Girl Games 123 (Classroom Kissing)

● Girl Games Only (Princess Kissing )

● Abc Casual Games (Mermaid Kiss)

● Exa Mobile SA (Give a Kiss)

● Dexati (Kissing Test Prank)



2 minutes per level:

(Average Game round duration)



7.3 mb
Average download size of top 10 

Affection Game apps



Android versus iOS?

Primarily on Android devices



Android versus iOS?

234 
Affection Games on Google Play*

*April 2014



Android versus iOS?

38 
Affection Games on Apple*

*April 2014



Android versus iOS?

250+ 
additional APK’s in archives, 

clearinghouses and other stores



Average app Lifespan

Weeks, not months



(like 1 night stands, 

not long lasting relationships)











(A moment of silence for the Affection Games that are no longer with us.) 



Who plays these games?



Historically

73%
Female players



Estimated

65%
Female players 
now



Estimated:

11-16
years old



What do these players like?



What do these players like?

Princesses



What do these players like?

Princesses

Kisses



What do these players like?

Princesses

Kisses

Makeup



What do these players like?

Princesses

Kisses

Makeup

Top 3 keywords
for

Affection Games
with

100,000+ Installs



Top keywords internationally:

Baci (kisses in Italian)



Top keywords internationally :

Baci (kisses in Italian)

Bisou (kiss in French) 



Top keywords internationally :

Baci (kisses in Italian)

Bisou (kiss in French) 

Besar (to kiss in Espanol)



Affection games are loved or hated

(Typical review distribution)



Affection games are loved or hated

(Typical review distribution)



Affection Game

Design Patterns





Brand and Celebrity Usage (or misuse)



[Insert reference to Barbie, Disney or other 
unlicensed, highly popular brand here]
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Princesses, Mermaids, 

and Cuddly Animals

also popular
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Pandas are the cutest most adorable 
animals in the world. If you ever wanted 
to kiss a panda this app is for you.
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“Try to find three spots and rub the sweet 
doggie as fast as you can”
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Risk and Danger
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Male Player Character:



Male Player Character:
More likely to be a “sex game”



Male Player Character:
More likely to be a “sex game”

More likely to contain violence



Male Player Character:
More likely to be a “sex game”

More likely to contain violence

More likely to have “suggestive”  
content



Note:

In-game lips typically 

have lipstick



Gender instructions . . . 









: “In the [game] Andy will have to kiss Selena 
while she's sleeping and try not to wake her 
up”. 



“ . . And in the last level is Selena that 
kisses the boys but she has to be 
careful not to be seen by the other one”



5 parting notes



1. Designers and developers must

Becareful
and thoughtful
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The naughty baby is very keen to 
kiss the other babies. Help the 
naughty baby to fulfill his desires. 
Beware the moms. Don't let them 
see you in business.
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2. Remember that 

Affection is diverse
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3. Clones abound
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4. This is still a fairly immature genre
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(I suspect some 11-16 year olds are making these games)



5. Google doesn’t even believe they exist…
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http://inktank.fi/9-john-lennon-quotes-everyone-should-read/





http://www.coolvideogametshirts.com/shirts/make-love-not-warcraft-t-shirt
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For the record –

I think World of Warcraft is a great game



Now go spread some [mobile] love  . . . 



Questions?

Lindsay D. Grace  (@mindtoggle)
Director & Associate Professor 
American University Game Lab and Studio



Unicorn make out mania

http://softwaresoft.org/unicorn_makeout_mania/
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Depicts “Unicorns kissing each other 
… to death. “

3/3 Violence
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