
@TypeTerrance
Terrance Weinzierl, Type Designer, Monotype

[Press Start!]

GDC 2015

How To Choose 
The Best Typographic System 

For Your Global Game





Segoe
Windows
Windows Phone
Xbox 

Open Sans
Droid Sans
Droid Serif
Android, Chrome OS



Solution

Regular

SST Ultra Light Italic 
SST Light Italic 
SST Italic 
SST Medium Italic 
SST Bold Italic 
SST Heavy Italic

SST Ultra Light 
SST Light 
SST Roman 
SST Medium 
SST Bold 
SST Heavy

Italic

SST Typewriter Roman
SST Typewriter Bold

Typewriter

SST Condensed 
SST Condensed Medium 
SST Condensed Bold 

Condensed

SolutionSony’s SST by Monotype



Product photography TV photography

SST Pro font - please see font usage 
page of more details.

PS4™ logo lock-up Brand colours

SST Pro Light
SST Pro Roman
SST Pro Medium
SST Pro Bold
SST Pro Condensed

Components

PlayStation®4 guidelines Version 1.0
June 2013

Pantone 287C
C100 M80

R0 G55 B145

Black White
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CHARACTER SET

DOMINO’S.







Industrial Strength

TRAIN
UNDERGROUND

WELCOME
Electricity Infrastructure

0123456789
BOXER

South Wacker



Exclusive DLC for Pre-orders

TECHNOLOGIC

&•@•€
0123456789

QuarTZ
now with 50 mb of storage

Quartz MS



How To Choose The 
Best Typographic System 

For Your Global Game



Mood & Style

How To

Localization



There is no 
exact science to 
choosing type.

No No No ? ! � ♥













ΑΒΓΔΕΖΗΘ
ΙΚΛΜΝΞΟΠ
ΡΣΤΥΦΧΨΩ



Grotesque or Gothic Sans
Humanist Sans
Geometric Sans
Square Sans
Old Style Serif
Transitional Serif
Modern/Didone Serif
Slab Serif
Script











Grotesque or Gothic Sans
Humanist Sans
Geometric Sans
Square Sans
Old Style Serif
Transitional Serif
Modern/Didone Serif
Slab Serif
Script, Handwriting



Grotesque or Gothic Sans

all-purpose, clean, solid
efficient, and official



Humanist Sans

serious, but friendly
corporate



Geometric Sans

futuristic, elegant
contemporary



Square Sans

futuristic, mechanical
tough



Antique, Historical, Fantasy

Classical, bookish

Serious, Scary, Cinematic

Wild West, Sports



Luxury, Graceful
Casual, Comic







POLICE



Pizza



Whipped
Cream







































Mood & Style:

Harmony or

Contrast





























How To



Legibility

vs.

Readability



Legibility (OCR)

In Between (Sans)

Readability (Serif)



Interface
Interface

Interface
Interface

Interface

Windows

Android

Android

Mac OS

iOS

Segoe

Droid Sans

Roboto

Lucida Grande

Helvetica Neue



Readability

           -Size
           -Contrast
           -Viewing distance

Comfort is king.
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© Smashing Magazine



Hierarchy

Size, weight and style
can create contrast.

Scannable & glance-able
information.



















Kerning

vs.

Tracking



-10

Kerning

OFF

ON

-120 -70

VOLTAGE
VOLTAGE



TRACKING

TRACKING

TRACK ING

-50

0

+200



AA
AV
AO
AH
OO
OH
HH
Borrowed from Benson & Carey, The Elements of Lettering













Localization
& Languages



latin

ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
OPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmn
opqrstuvwxyz



ÀÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈÉÊËÌ Í Î ÏÐÑÒÓ

ÔÕÖØÙÚÛÜÝÞß

ĀĂĄĆĈĊČĎĐĒĔĖĘĚĜĞĠĢ

ĤĦĨ Ī Ĭ Į İĲ ĴĶĹĻĽĿŁŃŅŇŊ

ŌŎŐŒŔŖŘŚŜŞŠŢŤŦŨŪŬŮ

ŰŲŴŶŸŹŻŽǺǼǾȘȚ



greek

ΑΒΓΔΕΖΗΘΙΚΛΜ
ΝΞΟΠΡΣΤΥΦΧΨΩ

αβγδεζηθικλμ
νξοπρστυφχψω

Ά Έ Ή Ί Ό Ύ Ώ Ϊ Ϋ ά έ ή ί ΰ ΐ ϊ ϋ ό ύ ώ



cyrillic

АБВГДЕЖЗИКЛМНОРС
ТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮЯ

абвгдежзиклмнорс
туфхцчшщъыьэюя

Ѐ Ё Ѓ Ї Ќ Ѝ Ў й ѐ ё ѓ ї ќ ѝ ў



All 72 pt.





POWER

RANGE

ACCURACY

PUISSANCE

PORTÉE

PRÉCISION



POWER

RANGE

ACCURACY

PUISSANCE

PORTÉE

PRÉCISION



Character Sets
&

Font Packaging







TC
(Traditional Chinese)

HK



TC
(Traditional Chinese)

HK



TC
(Traditional Chinese)

HK



Licensing
& Cost







Mood & Style:

Genre Stereotypes

Harmony Vs. Contrast



How To:

Readability & Distance

Hierarchy

Letter Spacing



Localization:

Languages

Font Packaging

Cost



Thank You!

Any questions?

@TypeTerrance
Terrance Weinzierl, Type Designer, Monotype

Special thanks to Garret @gameandtype.com





Dev & Marketing Gap

Branding consistency. Same typefaces across 
multiple touch points. Segoe. GTA franchise.

Development, marketing and localization. The 
more planning and synergy the better. 


