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e We're mostly talking about moving to Europe
e This is American Expats Tell Their Stories!
e Passport privilege is real, and we have it
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Number of countries that do not require a travel visa:

American Passport: 176
Kenyan Passport: 72
Lebanese Passport: 38
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LEAP OF FATTH

MAKE THE JUMP.
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FLAREGAMES

Head of Community & Customer Support

Currently Karlsruhe, Germany
Previously Wellington, NZ and Seattle, WA

@kindofstrange
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So Why Move?
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(Super fast) Advice for
Aspiring Wanderers
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Family
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Understand the
Requirements
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Estimate Costs
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Get ALL the

Paperwork
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Get rid of ALL
the things!!!
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Settling In



MARCH 21-23, 2018 #GDCI18
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Stereotypes

FLIGFT oB tHE

NEW ZEALAND MISCONCEPTION #1

CONCHORPS.

Western Australia

Tasmania ‘ < not-australia.co.nz >

Australia
not-Australia.co.nz

Source
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N THE COMPLETE FIRST SEASON 7
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Hidden Differences
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Perspective
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Healthcare
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Hinfahrt Fr, 02.03.2018
13:00 Karlsruhe Hbf

Opportunity

Riickfahrt Sa, 03.03.2018
17:55 Paris Est
20:25 Karlsruhe Hbf
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Vacation
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Keeping In Touch
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Find Ways

' LONDON ' NEWYORK | TOKYO . MOSCOW
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It's not all on you

memegenerator.net
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Connect with
Others
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Learn to Laugh at
Yourself




MARCH 21-23, 2018 #GDCI18
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Expat vs. immigrant

['ImIgr(s)nt/ 4

noun
noun: immigrant; plural noun: immigrants

a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.
"they found it difficult to expel illegal immigrants”
synonyms: newcomer, settler, incomer, new arrival, migrant, emigrant; More
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It's an Adventure

AN ADVENTURE
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Contact

tarabrannigan@flaregames.com
linkedin.com/in/tarabrannigan/
@kindofstrange




WEDEN SAVED MY
(AND MY NOSE)

A ' s \ s | - '
TR E i FRED ZELENY
‘ ¥ . & SENIOR NARRATIVE DESIGNER
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INTRO TO EUROPE
(FOR AMERICANS)

United States

Quirky State Personalities and Accents
Good Pizza

Higher Salaries, Less Tax
(but waaay higher cost of living)

LegatPot

“More Excitement”

You Already Live Here

Europe (or at least Scandinavia)

* Quirky National Personalities and

Languages
 Good Health Care

« Benefits of Functional Government and Unions
(lower crime, labor laws, parental leave, sick leave,

vacations...)
» Everything Is Older Than Your Home

Country

(a different sort of excitement)
» Life is Easier Here



NEW IN TOWN

Moving, Paperwork, and Making Friends
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~» Store stuff or give it away? =

Measuring possessions
in Hearts per Kilogram

» The Life Changing Power of Just
BURNING EVERYTHING IN A PILE



PASSPOR":

PAPERWORK &
BUREAUCRACY

« Have a valid passport now
(before the interviews)

* Find a studio that’ll help out
« Transferring all your accounts

A whole new world
(of service providers)

 Don’t forget family!



WE'RE NOT TOURISTS
WE'RE GUESTS

Being welcomed to a country is an
honor

Learning a new language/country
requires comfort with sounding stupid

Be a good neighbor and bring your
weirdness to your new home

Go to events, make new friends
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Stability, Opportunity, and Life




FOCUS ON THE JOB,
NOT THE JOB SEARCH

» Social safety nets, lower costs -
stable environment for creative risks

* Studios aim for long-term employment
* Long vacations, parental leave, and more

« Less overwork = less burnout for pros



| Warkmg abroad is a fun adventure .
See the world, make some stories, grow a blt more

But... unless you’re a hotshot, no one’s paymg your
relocation
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« Europe offers a more sustainable pace for gamedev.
' Parenthood is easier and cheaper
~ + More time to travel - or just to relax at home

« Worldly perspective improves your work

« But... moving a family is harder than relocating on your
own |



HOW MOVING TO
SWEDEN
SAVED MY LIFE

(or at least my nose)

TACK SA MYCKET! 3
(THANKS SO MUCH!) o >
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How To PRoNOUNCE ANY DANISH WoRD

© MATTHIAS PARCHETTKA FOR K®BBENHAWNS SPROGCENTER
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=
G
L
Q.
O
=







Tip #1:

DON’T accept a job abroad
without an onsite interview.
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Choose a company
willing to invest in you






Tip #2:

Be REALISTIC
about your needs.



A
;

\
4
'Q.g a— .
- et A - »
--:—..' “ W el ww
e
r
4
- -,. o v
;;-\ SE—
N
3
.m,-‘-‘ e



Me: “l have an interview in
Finland!”

My kids: “. . .”



Finnish is a great language!

The spruce is on fire Kuusi palaa
The spruce returns Kuusi palaa
The number six is on fire Kuusi palaa
The number six returns Kuusi palaa
- Six of them are on fire Kuusi palaa
— Six of them return Kuusi palaa
Your moon is on fire Kuusi palaa
= Your moon returns Kuusi palaa
B o Six pieces s Kuusi palaa

b ot e o
img flp.com



e Canada
e Denmark
e Sweden

e Finland (they speak Swedish too!)
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Tip #3:

Europe is tiny.
Network as much as possible.



Fun fact: Denmark is 4th
in global coffee consumption.

(behind Iceland, Norway, and Finland)



(My guess: it’s all of the
networking coffee dates.)



How Companies Fill Jobs

Hidden Job Market o Public Job Market
Performance, Potential ' Experience, Skills
Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: Step 4: Job-
Internal Move  Networking Resume Posting

Search



Los Angeles County, California / Population Denmark / Population

10.17 million (2015) 5.731 million (2016)

10M = ® Los Angeles 10M Sweden
County, 9.903 million
8M California M
10.17 million
® Denmark
6M 6M —0 5.731 million
New York City
8.517 million o
am am Norway
5.233 million
2M Orange County 2M
3.17 million
0 0
1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Explore more Explore more



Tip #4:

If you don’t have a network,
find a good recruiter.



Meet Alan.




Google

ahy a0 rocnd

why am recnaters so bad

whvy &re recruiters so pushy

why are recruiters so rude

wihy 870 recruiters so stupid

why are recrutment agencies so bad

why are recratment consultants so annoying


















@4 Again, this is Alan.



Chat now with Local Alans!

Alan , 24

Alan
Hello‘?
4/ 118 ﬁ/)m.’ |

() start webcam | | (©) icebreaker | (V) 41 Min

Find your Alan.



A final, political
note



Immigration, a lexicon. You're a
'migrant’' when you're very poor;
immigrant' when you're not so poor;
and 'expat' when you're rich.

— Jadda folami —

AZ QUOTES
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How the Great Recession of 2008
affected Millennials’ outlook

Y

It affected them Made it more Made it impossible
personally difficult to get a job to find a job

Source: BofA © January 2016 The Financial Brand



- Aidan Minoff @TheCaptainAidan - Feb 14 v
My school is being shot up and | am locked inside. I'm fucking scared right now.




@ BB-Carter A: '! the Network < >
Follow v
@runs_w_wolves

Replying to @TheCaptainAidan

I’ve survived this. You're gonna be okay.
Hang in there sweetie. Stay quiet. Help
anyone who is hurt. Stay calm. It’'s going to
be okay. | promise baby you’re going to be
okay

3:34 PM - 14 Feb 2018















YOUDALMIST THNK
THE US 0PENED UP A 5 STUTE
IN COPENSAGEN

BRINGING THE TRUE TASTE
OF AMERICA ACROSS THE PO
SINCE 200

Vol. 1 7 _ COPENHAGEN DENMARK - " Ss0
WELCOME TOMAD - MODERNAMERCANONR. [ z |

THE FIRST AND ONLY ONE 0F 175 KIND IN TOWN _ “ - o ‘

OFFERING AUTHENTIC AMERICAN F00D AND = y s ey

AWARM VIBE IN A PLACE WE HOPE YOU LL CALL
HOME
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ARE MAD 6OOD BOTH BEFQ!
&’ AFTER DINNER

FANTASTIC ORGANIC




