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• We’re mostly talking about moving to Europe 
• This is American Expats Tell Their Stories! 
• Passport privilege is real, and we have it



American Passport: 176 
Kenyan Passport: 72 
Lebanese Passport: 38

Number of countries that do not require a travel visa:







Head of Community & Customer Support 

Currently Karlsruhe, Germany 
Previously Wellington, NZ and Seattle, WA 
@kindofstrange 



14%



So Why Move? 



TLDR; It was time!



(Super fast) Advice for  
Aspiring Wanderers



Family



Understand the  
Requirements



Estimate Costs



Moving Pets



Get ALL the  
Paperwork



Get rid of ALL  
the things!!!



Settling In



Stereotypes

Source: not-Australia.co.nz



Hidden Differences 



Perspective



Healthcare



Opportunity



Vacation



Keeping in Touch



Find Ways



It’s not all on you



Connect with  
Others



Learn to Laugh at  
Yourself



Food!!!



Expat vs. 



It’s an Adventure



Contact
tarabrannigan@flaregames.com 
linkedin.com/in/tarabrannigan/ 
@kindofstrange 



AAA IN EUROPE: 
HOW SWEDEN SAVED MY 
SANITY (AND MY NOSE)

FRED ZELENY 

SENIOR NARRATIVE DESIGNER 

MASSIVE, UBISOFT



AAA NOMAD,  
NEWCOMER TO EUROPE  

• Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

• Washington, District of Columbia 

• Baltimore, Maryland 

• San Francisco, California 

• Seattle, Washington

• Malmö, Sweden



INTRO TO EUROPE  
(FOR AMERICANS)

United States
• Quirky State Personalities and Accents

Europe (or at least Scandinavia)
• Quirky National Personalities and 

Languages
• Good Pizza

• Higher Salaries, Less Tax 
(but waaay higher cost of living)

• Legal Pot  
“More Excitement”

• Good Health Care

• Benefits of Functional Government and Unions 
(lower crime, labor laws, parental leave, sick leave, 
vacations…)

• Everything Is Older Than Your Home 
Country  
(a different sort of excitement)

• You Already Live Here • Life is Easier Here



NEW IN TOWN
Moving, Paperwork, and Making Friends



INTERCONTINENTAL 
RELOCATION 

• Moving always sucks 

• Store stuff or give it away? 

• Measuring possessions  
in Hearts per Kilogram

• The Life Changing Power of Just 
BURNING EVERYTHING IN A PILE



PAPERWORK & 
BUREAUCRACY 

• Have a valid passport now  
(before the interviews) 

• Find a studio that’ll help out 

• Transferring all your accounts 

• A whole new world 
(of service providers) 

• Don’t forget family!



WE’RE NOT TOURISTS  
WE’RE GUESTS 

• Being welcomed to a country is an 
honor 

• Learning a new language/country  
requires comfort with sounding stupid 

• Be a good neighbor and bring your 
weirdness to your new home 

• Go to events, make new friends



…BUT IT’S WORTH IT!
Stability, Opportunity, and Life



FOCUS ON THE JOB,  
NOT THE JOB SEARCH 

• Social safety nets, lower costs –  
stable environment for creative risks 

• Studios aim for long-term employment 

• Long vacations, parental leave, and more 

• Less overwork = less burnout for pros



GOOD FOR YOUNG DEVS 

• America is a young dev’s game – but it burns you out 
quick 

• Working abroad is a fun adventure: 
See the world, make some stories, grow a bit more 

• But… unless you’re a hotshot, no one’s paying your 
relocation



EVEN BETTER FOR MORE MATURE 
DEVS 

• Europe offers a more sustainable pace for gamedev 

• Parenthood is easier and cheaper 

• More time to travel – or just to relax at home 

• Worldly perspective improves your work 

• But… moving a family is harder than relocating on your 
own



HOW MOVING TO 
SWEDEN 

SAVED MY LIFE
(or at least my nose)

 
 
 
TACK SÅ MYCKET! 
(THANKS SO MUCH!)



You Can Get There From Here: 

Getting A Job In Europe 
(And Then Getting Another One) 

With 4 Quick Tips 

Elizabeth Sampat
@twoscooters



















Hopefully this is us soon!





Tip #1: 
DON’T accept a job abroad 
without an onsite interview.









Choose a company 
willing to invest in you





Tip #2: 
Be REALISTIC  

about your needs.





Me: “I have an interview in 
Finland!” 

My kids: “. . .”





• Ireland 
• The United Kingdom 
• Canada 
• Denmark 
• Sweden 
• Finland (they speak Swedish too!)



• Bucharest 
• Los Angeles 
• Barcelona 
• Paris 
• Berlin

Which meant declining interviews in:



Tip #3: 
Europe is tiny.  

Network as much as possible.



Fun fact: Denmark is 4th  
in global coffee consumption. 

(behind Iceland, Norway, and Finland)



(My guess: it’s all of the 
networking coffee dates.)







Tip #4: 
If you don’t have a network, 

find a good recruiter.



Meet Alan.















Again, this is  Alan.



Find your Alan.



A final, political 
note


























